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n March 2007, the Department
of Religious Studies organized

plinary research symposium on
religion and theology. The symposium
consisted of two events. First was the
keynote lecture given by Dr Bronislaw
Szerszynski of Lancaster University,
UK, who spoke about his research on
Nature, Technology and the Sacred. Dr

Szerszynski was invited under the aus-

pices of Queens Theological Colleges
Elias Andrews lectureship.
The next day nearly thirty faculty,

students and graduates gave brief pre-

sentations on their research. About

twenty others participated as observ-

ers. Key to the success of the event was
its interdisciplinary nature. Presenters
came from theology, religious studies,

history, French studies, politics, edu-

cation and occupational therapy, and

revealed a rich tapestry of religion re-

search that is currently under way at
Queens.
A second important feature of the

event was that it involved research-

ers at various stages of their research
careers. With the assistance of funds
from the graduate school we were able

to invite prospective graduate stu-

dents to participate in the symposium.
There they learned about the work of
our current graduate students, and
also our alumni who are now in PhD
programs in various universities across
Canada. Some of these PhD students
were just starting their degrees, and
others were nearly nished and about
to take up their
sistant Professors. The symposium
thus demonstrated the success of the

a highly successful interdisci-

rst positions as As-
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departments MA program in being a
bridge between undergraduate studies
and larger scale research programs at
other universities.

What struck me most about the
event was the diversity of the presen-
tations. These ranged in topic from as-
trology to Zionism, in locations from
Toronto to South Africa, and in meth-
od from feminist studies to mysticism.
It was a great pleasure to see how this
diversity enabled the participants to
draw on each others strengths and
reinforce their own research. Often
as busy students and academics we
dont get the time to explain to each
other what we are doing in our vari-
ous elds, but this is exactly what
a university should be about: a com-
munity of learning involving people
in various disciplines and at di erent
stages of their careers all sharing ideas
and learning from each other. To my
mind, this event showed the depart-
ment at its best. For those two days
we were the centre of a network reach-
ing out across the university and into
the world bringing people together to
think about religion.
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